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On November 1, 2013, impoverished families across the United States saw their monthly
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) benefits decrease when the American Recovery
and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA) expired on October 31, 2013.[1]
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ARRA, better known as the Stimulus Package, provided “a temporary boost in benefits to help
individuals and families impacted by the economic downturn.”[2]
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addition, the remaining amount of benefits to these low-income families is currently on the
chopping block as Congress renegotiates the Food, Conservation, and Energy Act of 2008 (Farm
Bill).[3]
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The Farm Bill expired on September 30, 2012, and its nutritional programs, like SNAP, were
extended for one year and have continued to be extended up to the present.[4]
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Currently, the pending legislation Congress intends to pass will include staggering cuts to SNAP and
other nutritional programs included in the Farm Bill.[5]
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Thus far, on June 10, 2013, a substantial majority (66-27) of the Senate passed a version of the bill
that cut SNAP expenditures by $4.1 billion. Then, the House passed the “Farm only version,” on
July 11, 2013, with a slim majority (216-208)—from which all Democrats abstained—that
completely removed SNAP from the Farm Bill legislation.[6]
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The bill is now in conference between the two Houses, but clearly, both parties embrace SNAP
funding cuts—it now just becomes a question of how much.[7]
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There is an additional layer to this debate over food assistance programs. The 2008 Farm Bill
identified areas called “food deserts,” defined as “area[s] in the United States with limited access to
affordable and nutritious food, particularly such an area composed of predominantly lower-income
neighborhoods and communities.” [8]
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Lexington-Fayette County, Kentucky has been identified as a city with food deserts.[9]
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Located in Lexington, God’s Pantry is a food bank that serves client families, and its highest-served
population’s zip code-area is one of the food desert pockets located within the city.[10]
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2011, the Lexington-branch site saw a 51% overall increase in its client-base.[11]
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Further, of its total clientele, 60% are SNAP recipients and have indicated that food stamps do not
last them the entire month.[12]
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This creates an added dynamic to the SNAP problem: SNAP benefits are not the only benefits up
for cuts—all nutritional programs funded by the Farm Bill are in danger, including those funding
charities like God’s Pantry.[13]
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Put more bluntly: if Congress makes these reductions, more people will be hungry with fewer
resources to feed them. 
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